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Duty to Speak . 


VERY AMERICAN- Catholic and non- 
Catholic—has a duty to speak on the 
Catholic question, because the issues in- 

volved go to the heart of our culture and our 
citizenship. Plain speaking on this cCuestion 
involves many risks of bitterness, misunder- 
standing and even fanaticism, but the risks of 
silence are even greater. {The Catholic 
people of the United States fight and die for the 
same concepts of freedom as do other true Ameri- 
cans; they believe in- the same fundamental 
ideals of democracy. If they controlled their own 
church, the Catholic problem would soon dis- 
appear because, in the atmosphere of Ameri- 
can freedom, they would adjust their church’s 
policies to American realities. ‘Unfortunate 
the Catholic people of the United States are not 
citizens but subjects in their own religious com- 
monwealth. The secular as well as the religious 
policies of their church are made in Rome by an 
organization that is alien in spirit and con- 
trol. {The American Catholic people 

are compelled by the very nature of their church’s 
authoritarian structure to accept non-religious 
as well as religious policies that have been im- 
posed upon them from abroad.—PAUL BLAN- — 
SHARD, in American Freedom and Catholic Power. 


Beacon Press, Boston. 














Letters to the Editors 





Asks US-USA Steps for Non-Border Areas 





Acquaintance Needed 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just been re-reading in your Feb- 
ruary 14 issue, the suggested avenues for 
acquaintance and cooperation which the 
Committee on Co-operation and Union will 
submit to the next General Assembly. 

It seems that the suggestions offered for 
synod, presbytery and local levels are 
mostly intended for border areas of the 
church. There doesn’t seem to be much 
offered for those of us who are some dis- 
tance from USA churches, 

What, for instance, could Fayetteville 
Presbytery do? It would be almost im- 
possible for us to have joint men’s meet- 
ings or women’s meetings; we could not 
have joint visitation evangelism cam- 
paigns. 

Other than having an occasional speaker 
from the USA Church to address our pres- 
bytery or Men-of-the-Church, a represen- 
tative from a USA Presbytery at our sum- 
mer conferences for Young People, and 
occasionally a USA minister to preach in 
a local church, what avenues could the 
committee suggest for areas that are some 
distance from USA territory? 

After all, in those border areas Presby- 
terlans know each other pretty well. It is 
in the strictly “Southern Presbyterian” 
sections that some of our people need to 
be convinced fhat Presbyterians, USA, are 
not heretics and infidels. 

Attention from some of the minds on the 
committee to the needs of “non-border” 
areas would be extremely helpful. 


RICHARD RHEA GAMMON. 
Dunn, N. C. 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—The answer to Mr. 
Gammon’s question will require insight 
and imagination. Will concerned readers 
send us their suggestions? To start them 
off, may we suggest, in addition to the ex- 
cellent items mentioned by Mr. Gammon, 
such ag these: 

(1) A vacation exchange of pastors. 

(2) A nation-wide evangelistic effort 
with a coordination of the total Presby- 
terian resources. 

(3) A week’s preaching mission, using 
ministers from across US-USA lines. 

(4) A series of studies of (a) our com- 
mon history; (b) our present united ef- 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 

A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 








forts; (c) our common opportunities, in 
order to see that “Presbyterians Are One 
People.” 

(5) Read the church papers more thor- 
oughly in order to keep informed about 
the other church’s activities. 

(6) Encourage the sharing of materials 
for the same age or interest groups as 
well as the uniting of forces in particular 
efforts on a nationwide basis. 

What else? 


Two Steps for Protestants 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The editorial by Holmes Rolston, “Be- 
ware of Clericalism’ (OUTLOOK, Apr. 11), 
is a wise warning to American Protestants 
against making common cause with Catho- 
lics in promoting the dominance of cleri- 
ealism in Europe. The Roman Catholic 
Church has had centuries of experience in 
political manipulation, and has not been 
particularly scrupulous in the means it 
employs or the allies with which it has 
associated itself. It is not difficult for that 
church to confuse the issues in Europe by 
the simple device of labelling the ultimate 
enemy as “Atheism,” and thereby forcing 
American Protestants to go along with the 
Vatican in any protests or plots looking 
towards war with Russia. 

The first step that American Protestants 
must take is to insist that every case of 
difficulty or conflict shall be judged on its 
own merits, We are not at war with 
Russia. It is still possible that at some 
point the Russian Government may be 
right and our Government or even the 
Vatican may be wrong. 1 do not say this 
has been so; I merely insist that it is a 
possibility. Roman Catholics in Italy or 
in America who say it is not possible make 
themselves into untrustworthy guides and 
advocates. They have given up the in- 
tellectual approach to the solution of vast 
and complicated international problems 
and proclaimed a religious or theological 
war in which they must be 100% right and 
the opponents must be 100% wrong. I my- 
self doubt whether the Roman Catholic 
Church hag ever accepted the claims of 
intellectualism, of modern science, and the 
right of all men to be free and equal with 
all others in their rights and opportuni- 
ties. 

The second step that American Protest- 
ants must take is to object strenuously to 
the gradual breakdown of the line that 
separates church and state in America. No 
matter what the issue is, we must safe- 
guard this governmental position now em- 
bodied in our Federal Constitution and in 
the constitutions of all our states, for it is 
this separation of church and state that 
has made possible the exercise of freedom 
by the intellectual and religious leaders 
of our people and that has saved us from 





Presbyterian Junior Coliege 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 











the bitterness and strife of European na. 
tions. Our country has been great by reg. 
son of the vast area of freedom in which 
human minds have been encouraged to op. 
erate without penalty or threat or fear 
This area of freedom is compatible with 
the conscience and the practice of Amerj. 
can Protestants. It is not compatible with 
the theory, the intent or—wherever prac. 
ticable—the practice of the Roman Catho. 
lic Church. American Catholics have 
usually been too wise to press the issue jn 
this land of freedom, but the Catholic hier. 
archy is growing bolder and bolder. 
The time has come for American Prot. 
estants to drive that hierarchy out of 
American politics, international AND 4. 
mestic, where no church group belongs, 
and let us choose our policies as free men, 
on intellectual grounds, without fear ang 
without external or ecclesiastical controls, 


CHARLES J. TURCK, 
President. 
Macalester College, 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Corifidence 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


We should like to have it Known that 
Cherokee Presbytery, in its spring meet- 
ing, April 12, passed a complete and unani- 
mous vote of confidence in the ability and 
efficiency of our Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions, together with the as- 
surance of the whole-hearted support of 
presbytery in whatever program the com- 
mittee itself may decide to undertake in 
this time of great crisis. 


G. AIKEN TAYLOR, 
Smyrna, Ga. 


Supports Missions Statement 
WESTERN UNION 


AM GLAD TO REGISTER MY AP- 
PROVAL OF THE PAPER “A CALL T0 
ADVANCE IN FOREIGN MISSIONS” AS 
PRINTED IN YOUR ISSUE OF APRIL 18. 


H. KERR TAYLOR. 
MILLEDGEVILLE, GA., Apr. 28. 


Plan of Reunion 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


By the time this notice is in print it Is 
very likely that the copies of the “Plan 
of Reunion” will be in the hands of the 
ministers of our church and the clerks of 
Session. Every one who receives a copy 
is advised that it will be necessary to pre- 
serve it carefully until such time as the 
Plan will be presented to our General As- 
sembly for consideration. It is extremely 
unlikely that the entire book will be re 
printed in the event further revisions are 
made later. Such revisions can be printed 
separately and distributed to those who 
have copies of the book. As stated in& 
previous notice, the 1948 General Assembly 
directed that the “Plan of Reunion” bé 
held in abeyance for five years. 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 

Dallas, Texas. 


a, 


RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 
SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities. Scholarship ald. 

Robert H. Philp, Principal 








oO. C. Skinner, President 
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Greater Support Offered by MAF 


Temporary Modification Will Allow Larger Benefits Within Limitations 


Last month an ad interim committee 
of the General Assembly reported that 
there is no possible way to increase Min- 
isters Annuity provisions on the present 
pasis (OUTLOOK, Apr. 4). At that time 
it said the executive committee in Louis- 
ville had devised a plan to offer retired 
ministers additional support. That plan 
has now been released as follows: 


For the past six or seven years there 
have been repeated overtures to the 
General Assembly in varying forms to 
enlarge the benefits of the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund, or to change it from a 
pension-upon-retirement plan to a par- 
tial retirement plan. One of these over- 
tures offered an effective plan to provide 
the extra cost of such changes. Conse- 
quently, while in sympathy with the ob- 
jective sought, those charged by the 
General Assembly with the administra- 
tion of the Fund have felt constrained 
to oppose all such proposals, in order to 
avoid weakening its structure. 

Since we all desire to provide more 
liberal benefits than is possible in the 
early years of the operation of a pen- 
sion fund, your Board of Directors, af- 
ter extensive consultations with actua- 
ries, has worked out a temporary modi- 
fication of the ruJes governing retire- 
ment of members of the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund. 

Two considerations are uppermost in 
our minds in suggesting the following 
plan: (1) the large number of small va- 
cant churches in our Assembly; (2) the 
number of our ministers who are retired 
or about to retire on an inadequate an- 
nuity. 


Fund to Be Protested 


If this proposed change is to work 
out satisfactorily without seriously dam- 
aging the financial structure of the 
Fund, two basic principles must be 
borne in mind by everyone concerned: 


1. Due diligence must be exercised by 
presbyteries in the proposed change so 
that a pensioner will not receive an in- 
come from the ministry greater than he 
had before retirement. 

2. Due diligence must be exercised by 
all parties concerned to see that the to- 
tal effective salary paid by a church to 
a minister serving it will not be lower 
than the salary formerly paid by that 
church because said minister is receiv- 
ing, or is about to receive, an annuity 
from the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


In accordance with the above general 
Principles beginning September 1, 1949, 


any minister retired on an annuity from 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund may serve 
a Presbyterian church or churches (U. 
S.) as Stated or Temporary Supply with- 
out giving up his annuity provided: 


(1) That the retired member serve 
any church or churches other than the 
one or ones served at the time of re- 
tirement; 

(2) That the effective salary paid the 
minister from all sources be not less 
than the salary previously paid by the 
church or churches and Home Mission 
Committee for such services; 

(3) That the church or churches 
and/or agency pay 10% dues on the 
effective salary to the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund reserves; such dues shall not be 
credited to the church or individual 
member, but to the general reserves of 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund without re- 
fund. If a member actually retires to 
take advantage of this particular pro- 
vision, he cannot increase his pension 
credits by this service. He simply ren- 
ders service which will increase his cur- 
rent income, and the church served com- 
pensates the Fund, in part, by contribut- 
ing the 10% dues to the reserves. In 
many cases it would be more advantag- 
eous for the minister, under the pro- 
posed plan, not to retire, but to continue 
in active service so as to increase his 
pension credits; 

(4) That the combined income of the 
minister from effective salary and pen- 
sion must not exceed the effective sal- 
ary which he was receiving before re- 
tirement; 

(5) That the monies received from 
churches or employing church agencies 
shall not exceed $125 per month; 

(6) That service of such a member 
should not take the place of a newly 
ordained minister, nor interfere with the 
calling of a regular pastor, and must be 
approved by the presbytery through the 
proper channel; 

(7) That it is not permissible for 
a minister to take advantage of this pro- 
vision until he has attained age 70. 

Full Cooperation Essential 


Presbyteries, Home Mission commit- 
tees, commissions, churches, and minis- 
ters must heartily cooperate with the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund lest this pro- 


posed plan prove detrimental to the 
Fund. 
It is distinctly understood that this 


proposed modification of the rules is a 
temporary expedient. It must be 
watched carefully, and administered in 
the spirit of the heartiest cooperation on 
the part of churches and ministers. The 
right is reserved to the Board of Di- 
rectors to terminate this temporary 
modification whenever in the discretion 
of the Board it is found to be working 
to the detriment of the Fund, Whenever 
a minister retires under this modifica- 





AD INTERIM REPORT ON 
AGENCIES RELEASED TO 
CHURCH PAPERS 








The report of the Assembly’s ad in- 
terim committee studying the agencies 
of the church for the past two years has 
been released to the church papers. At 
press time a copy arrived at PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK offices. (Individ- 
ual copies will be mailed to commis- 
sioners to the Assembly within two 
weeks. ) 

This 35,000-word report, with 117 
recommendations regarding the agencies 
and 23 relating to the operation of the 
General Assembly itself, will be reported 
here as fully as possible next week. 

Recommendations of the committee, 
headed by W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., 
elder, will effect the consolidation of the 
various agencies under Boards of World 
Missions, Church Extension, Education, 
Annuities and Relief, Woman’s Work, in 
addition to the Office of the General As- 
sembly, and the General Council (pres- 
ent Stewardship Committee with addi- 
tional duties). 

Church Extension will include Di- 
visions on Missions, Christian Relations, 
Radio, Evangelism, Negro Work. 

It is understood that structural 
changes affecting the agencies were dis- 
cussed with all parties concerned and 
that the agencies approve the plan in 
genarel, 





tion, the Stated Clerk of Presbytery 
within whose bounds the church served 
lies, should notify the Ministers’ Annu- 
ity Fund of the details of the arrange- 
ment. It must be clearly borne in mind 
that the Ministers’ Annuity Fund is basi- 
cally a pension-upon-retirement plan. 

The following illustrates the way the 
above temporary modification, if adopt- 
ed, will work out: 

Suppose a minister 70 years of age, 
who would not retire until age 73 (un- 
less the retirement rule is changed), 
whose salary had been $2,400 per year, 
retires on a $600 per year annuity. He 
accepts supply work in another church 
at $1,500 per year and a manse. His 
total cash income will be $2,100 per 
year. The church will pay the Minis- 
ters’ Annuity Fund 10% dues on $1,725, 
where manse is provided, amounting to 
$172.50 per year. If such minister 
serves thus for three years his pension 
will amount to $1,800. The total dues 
paid during that time will be $517.50. 
Thus the Fund will be out $1,282.50, for 
which provision will not have been 
made, 








Missions Committee 
Is in Accord With 


Cooperation Policies 


Reply Says Final Decisions 
Not Made on Current Issues 


In a communication addressed to each 
signer of the recent “Call to Advance 
in Foreign Missions’’ (OUTLOOK, Apr. 
18), the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions has expressed itself 
as being “aware most acutely of the 
need for cooperation among the various 
agencies that seek to promote the 
growth of the church throughout the 
world.” 

In cordial tones, the reply assures 
the signers of the committee’s appre- 
ciation of their concern and it says 
the issues mentioned in the original 
paper have not been finally decided; 
that subsequent decisions will be made 
“in the light of the policy of cooperation 
which is at the very root of the philoso- 
phy under which the committee works.” 


Express Appreciation 


The entire reply is as follows: 

We have been instructed by the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Foreign Missions to 
acknowledge and reply to the recent 
communication which came to the com- 
mittee under the title, “A Call To Ad- 
vance in Foreign Missions,” to which 
your name, with many others, was af- 
fixed. 

First of all, we would express to you 
our very deep appreciation for your zeal 
in behalf of the cause of Foreign Mis- 
sions, for your manifest interest in the 
successful discharge of the responsibili- 
ties which have been given to the execu- 
tive committee, and for the assurance of 
your continuing concern to promote the 


prosperity of this basic obligation of 
our church. 
The Foreign Missions Committee is 


aware most acutely of the need for co- 
operation among the various agencies 
that seek to promote the growth of the 
church throughout the world. This 
awareness prompts its cooperation in 
twenty-five (25) organizations in Amer- 
ica which attempt to coordinate and ren- 
der more effective the planning and pro- 
grams of the various mission agencies in 
our country. It prompts, as well, our 
active participation in and support of 
some forty-seven (47) organizations in 
the eight (8) fields where we are at 
work abroad. In every land the com- 
mittee seeks the development of a 
strong, national evangelical church. No- 
where is there any effort whatsoever to 
preserve “The Southern Presbyterian 
Church” as a group distinct from the 
indigenous Christian community. This 
attitude governs our attitude toward 
missionaries on the field, recruits who 
prepare for their active service through- 
out the world, and candidates who are 
thinking seriously of the opportunity of 
the mission field as the place for their 
dedication of life. 


Committee Believes in Cooperation 

The committee believes most earnestly 
in the policy of cooperation in mission- 
ary endeavor. The opportunities and 
the problems before the Christian enter- 
prise indicate clearly that solitariness is 
neither desirable nor efficient. But the 


4 


committee wishes you to know that 
claims upon its funds and personnel for 
the performance of work already under- 
taken and demanding assistance, pre- 
clude its participation in every oppor- 
tunity for cooperation. Moreover, time 
and again the committee is constrained 
to reduce requests made of it by inter- 
denominational agencies for the simple 
reason that adequate resources for all 
the work it desires to assist are not 
available. 

The committee follows the policy of 
seeking the counsel of the missionaries 
on the fields governing the advisability 
of participating in the various oppor- 
tunities to share in cooperative pro- 
grams on the several fields. And while 
the committee is not obligated to fol- 
low the advice of its agents abroad, and 
occasionally does not, it never under- 
takes responsibilities in any occupied 
territory without the knowledge and 
judgment of the men and women whose 
work will be affected thereby. 


Final Decisions Not Yet Made 


With reference to the particular sug- 
gestions made in the paper which was 
sent to the committee, please let us say 
that there are questions of procedure 
and of principle involved in each of 
them which we believe to justify the 
actions taken by the committee until 
now concerning them. These actions 
are current actions. They express the 
conviction of the committee in the light 
of developments in each case as each 
ease stands at the moment. They are 
not actions which prescribe any final 
mood of the committee, and subsequent 
decisions by the committee will be made 
in the light of the policy of cooperation 
which is at the very root of the philos- 
ophy under which the committee works. 

Therefore, in behalf of the commit- 
tee we assure you of our continuing de- 
sire to share actively and enthusiasti- 
cally in every undertaking with our sis- 
ter missions and our Christian brethren 
all over the world which seeks to en- 
large the dominion of Christ and to 
bring men under the redeeming influence 
of his Gospel. To that end we join our 
hearts and our prayers and labors with 
yours to the end that there may be 
within our church and throughout the 
world a real advance in Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

(Signed) 

T. K. YOUNG, 
W. M. ELLIOTT, JR.. 
S. HUGH BRADLEY. 
ANNIE KIRK (Mrs. W. A.) TURNER. 
JAS. A. JONES, 
For the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions. 

P. S. This statement was adopted by 
unanimous vote of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions at its meet- 
ing on April 19, 1949. 

(Editorial, page 8) 


Fairly Named Director 
Of Educational Program 


John L. Fairly, editor-in-chief of the 
Committee on Religious Education and 
Publication, Richmond, Va., has been 
named director of the education pro- 
gram for that committee. 

In what is termed by the committee, 
its first step in reorganizing its staff 
along the lines recomended by the Re- 
Study Committee (OUTLOOK, July 19, 
1948), Dr. Fairly will have supervision 
of the departments relating to children’s 
and youth work, adult and leadership 
education, church school administration, 
field program and all editorial work con- 








JOHN L. FAIRLY 
Directs Educational Program. 


nected with the literature produced by 
the committee—the full educational pro- 
gram. 

Hig successor as editor-in-chief is ex- 
pected to be named soon. 

Dr. Fairly has been with the Religious 
Education Committee since 1929 when 
he became its co-ordinate secretary, 
Since 1934 he has been editor-in-chief, 
At the present time he is chairman of 
the uniform lessons committee of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

In commenting on the appointment, 
Edward D. Grant, executive secretary, 
said that under Dr. Fairly’s editorial di- 
rection the Sunday school publications 
have risen to a higher level of usability 
and acceptability by the people of the 
church than ever before. 

Dr. Fairly assumed his new duties 
May 1 and he will relinquish his edi- 
torial responsibilities as soon as his suc- 
cessor can take them up. 





HARVEY H. WALTERS 
Young Adults and Family Life. 


Head of Young Adult and 
Family Life Is Appointed 


Harvey H. Walters, formerly of Little 
Rock, Ark., but for the past year per- 
sonnel director for the Religious Edu- 
cation Committee, Richmond, Va., has 
been named assistant in charge of young 
adult work and Christian family life in 
the department of adult education. 

In this position Mr. Walters will as- 
sist in program planning for more than 
1,000 young adult groups throughout 
the denomination. He will also help to 
develop a program of Christian family 
life for churches and homes. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 





From the Federal Council of Churches 


in assessing the work of the Fed- 

eral Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America is whether through 
it the churches are enabled to bear a 
more convincing witness to Christ and 
to proclaim his gospel and his salva- 
tion more effectively. The officers alone 
should not be relied upon to interpret 
the work of the Council. Their report 
should be criticized and supplemented 
by the denomination’s own chosen dele- 
gates, who, along with their colleagues 
from other churches, constitute the 
Council, determine its policies, and 
direct all its work. 

It is also important to consider the 
pearing of the work of the Federal 
Council on the morale of Protestantism. 
So often it is said that the Protestant 
churches are frustrated and futile be- 
eause of their divisions. It is often 
implied that the alternate to Protestant 
division is centralized authoritarian con- 
trol, which is the pattern of the Roman 
Catholic Church and which makes an 
appeal to many people who see in that 
church a capacity to make a unified im- 
pact upon a mass society. However, 
if Protestantism were to seek effective- 
ness through centralized authoritarian 
control, it would deny its own genius 
and would repudiate a basic concept of 
democracy. 

The Federal Council is the principal 
demonstration of the ability of Protest- 
ants to achieve an effective unity, not 
through central authoritarian control 
but through a voluntary coordination of 
efforts. Consequently, the program of 
the Federal Council is doubly signifi- 
cant: it enables the churches to demon- 
strate the essential oneness of their 
loyalty to Christ, and it also contributes 
to strengthening the foundations of 
democracy by demonstrating the effec- 
tiveness of the voluntary coordination 
of efforts. 


cc BASIC QUESTION to be asked 


- 


Spreading the Gospel 


When the churches set up the Fed- 
eral Council, they defined one of its pur- 
poses as ‘“‘the prosecution of work that 
can be better done in union than in 
Separation.”” In fulfilment of this pur- 
pose the churches have had opportuni- 
ties to spread the gospel cooperatively 
through the Federal Council by such 
means as these during the past year: 


University Christian Missions in 19 
state or municipal colleges and univer- 
sities, involving some 150 speakers, 
planning committees, including 1,309 
students and 100 faculty members, re- 
sulting in decisions for Christ and com- 
mitments to Christian life service. Re- 
quests for Missions next year have 
already been received from 11 univer- 
sities which have had Missions pre- 
viously. 

_ Missions to Christian Teachers in 23 
Cities, in cooperation with the Inter- 
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national Council of Religious Education, 
involving in each city the taking of a re- 
ligious census and the coordination of 
the efforts of the churches to reach the 
unchurched. 

Interdenominational visitation evan- 
gelism campaigns in 22 cities, resulting 
in thousands of accessions to the 
churches, many on confession of faith. 
“Clinics” or ‘‘workshops” on evangelism 
have been held for ministers. Those 
who participate in visitation evangelism 
are reminded that a Christian church 
member must be a witness for Christ. 

More than 200 daily newspapers 
printed the Lenten devotions from the 
Fellowship of Prayer, a_ half-million 
copies of which were sold in pamphlet 
form. 

The evangelistic work of the con- 
stituent churches will be coordinated 
through the Council in the United Evan- 
gelistic Advance, from October 2, 1949, 
through 1950. 

Missions of Protestant Witness in con- 
nection with the observance of Refor- 
mation Sunday have brought the Prot- 
estant insights forcefully to the atten- 
tion of whole communities. 

An impressive testimony to the essen- 
tial unity of the churches in Christ have 
been given in the increasingly wide ob- 
servance of World-Wide Communion 
Day. 


Challenging Secularism 


Another aspect of witnessing to the 
gospel is found in presenting a chal- 
lenge to secularism. In our country we 
need not fear open and direct hostility 
to religion so much as the widespread 
assumption that religion is irrelevant or 
unnecessary. It is a characteristic of 
secularism that it assumes that the prob- 
lem of the individual and of society 
can be solved by human intelligence and 
good will without God. This error is 
partly corrected by bringing the com- 
bined influence of the churches to 
bear, through the Federal Council, 
upon numerous governmental and other 
agencies: 


The Council, through representation 
on the United States National Commis- 
sion for UNESCO and delegates to con- 
ferences on UNESCO, has sought to in- 
duce that organ of the United Nations 
to give greater attention to religion in 
its studies and program. 

The Department of Christian Social 
Relations has represented the interest 
of the churches in emphasizing moral 
and religious considerations in commit- 
tees of the National Conference on Citi- 
zenship, the National Conference on 
Juvenile Delinquency, the Advisory 
Committee of the National Public 
Health Conference, the Youth and Chil- 
dren’s Division of the Federal Children’s 
Bureau, the Executive Committee of the 
National Public Health Assembly, the 
International Committee of the National 
Social Welfare Assembly, and the Com- 
mittee on the World Health Organi- 
zation. 

The National Conference of Social 
Work will this year have a general ses- 
sion at its annual conference on The 
Place of Religion in Social Work and 
also a section on Religion and Social 
Work. The Federal Council’s Depart- 


ment of Christian Social Relations has 
participated in the planning of this sec- 
tion. 

The Department of Pastoral Services 
has clarified and emphasized the factor 
of Christian vocation in the medical and 
nursing professions and has continued 
publication of materials useful to minis- 
ters in the field of pastoral counsel- 
ing on the relation between religion and 
health. 


Protestant Interest in National Policy 


Through the Federal Council the con- 
stituent churches are enabled to achieve 
a concerted impact in the approach to 
the public and the government on such 
matters as: 


Protest against the continuance of the 
President’s representative at the Vati- 
can, 

Opposition to the use of tax funds 
for sectarian educational institutions. 

Support of just and adequate legis- 
lation for the admission of displaced 
persons. 

Guarding the appropriate interests of 
the churches in tax legislation. 

Advocating protection of human 
rights and religious liberty in the United 
States and the United Nations. 

Through its regular educational pro- 
gram and especially through its National 
Study Conference on the Churches and 
World Order at Cleveland in March, the 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill has focused the attention of 
the churches and of large sections of 
public opinion upon the moral respon- 
sibilities inherent in our nation’s power. 


Services to the Churches in Coordination 
and Economy 


Whatever strengthens the programs 
of the churches enhances the effective- 
ness of their witness and ministry. Much 
of the value of the Federal Council 
lies in its practical services to its con- 
stituent bodies. 

The Federal Council undertakes 
studies in fields of general interest: 


The Department of Pastoral Services 
has completed a two-year study of the 
religious ministry to older people. 

The Department of Research and Edu- 
cation has made a broad study of the 
place of women in the church. 

The Department of the Church and 
Economic Life has recently received an 
appropriation of $100,000 from a well- 
known foundation for a study of the re- 
lation of Christian principles to eco- 
nomic life. It will be directed by a com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of 
Charles P. Taft, former president of 
the Council. 


The Council acts as a clearing house 
for the denominations in cooperating 
with the Yale School of Alcohol Studies 
and with the University of Chicago in a 
summer course for ministers on the 
relation of the church to economic life. 

Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, of the De- 
partment of International Justice and 
Goodwill, attended the Paris meeting of 


‘the United Nations Assembly as an ob- 
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server and sent bulletins to the churches 
reporting developments of interest to 
them. 

The Washington Office of the Federal 
Council and Cooperating Bodies serves 
as a listening post for the churches in 
the nation’s capital and sends weekly 
bulletins of information to executives 
of our church bodies. 

The Commission on the Ministry pre- 
pares recruiting materials for use in pre- 
senting the call of the Church to youth. 
It has enlisted the assistance of about 
90 “‘monitors,”’ interested faculty mem- 
bers, in state colleges and universities 
who are alert to opportunities to pre- 
sent the ministry as a vocation and 
who are provided with materials to give 
to interested students. 


Other Activities 
We have cited illustrations of the 


various types of work which the 
churches do together through the Coun- 
cil. Some of them are less familiar and 
perhaps less important than others 
which have not been mentioned. We, 
therefore, list some of the activities 
which have not been included in this 
brief review: 


Providing information and _ taking 
action on matters involving religious 
liberty and related human rights. 

Publishing the Federal Council Bul- 
letin, Information Service, the Yearbook 
of American Churches, the Inter-racial 
News Letter, Town and Country Church 
(in cooperation with the Home Missions 
Council). 

Promoting observance of simul- 
taneous periods of devotional emphasis. 

Giving leadership in the development 
of programs to encourage Christian 
family life. 

Conducting race relations clinics and 
conferences. 





Assisting in the organization and de. 
velopment of state and local councils 
of churches. 

Giving strong moral and spiritual sup- 
port to united programs carried on by 
agencies which the Federal Coungeij 
helped to create—notably Church Worl 
Service, Inc., and the General Commis- 
sion on Chaplains. 


The budget of the Council for 1949 
is $640,289. The contributions of the 
churches in 1948 totaled $232,024, an 
increase of nearly $30,000 over the pre- 
vious year. 

BISHOP JOHN S. STAMM, President. 
MILDRED McAFEE HORTON, 
Vice-President. 
SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT, 
xeneral Secretary. 
ROSWELL P. BARNES, 
Associate General Secretary. 
J. QUINTER MILLER, 
Associate General Secretary. 


From the World Council 


HE WORLD COUNCIL of Churches 
which had been in process of for- 
mation for ten years, and delayed 

by a world war which made interna- 
tional communication and cooperation 
difficult, was formally organized August 
23, 1948 in Amsterdam, Holland. To 
express to a divided world the unity 
which the Church has in Christ, the 
Ecumenical Council on Faith and Order 
meeting in Edinburgh in 1937 proposed 
a Council of those churches throughout 
the world that acknowledged Jesus 
Christ as God and Savior. 

There were present at this first World 
Assembly 351 official delegates from 149 
churches in 44 countries. Rev. Homer 
MeMillan, Rev. J. R. Cunningham and 
Mrs. C. S. Harrington, principals; Rev. 
J. McDowell Richards, Rev. P. D. Miller, 
and Rev. William Childs Robinson, al- 
ternates, represented the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church at this historic meet- 
ing. Rev. William V. Gardner, Rev. Al- 
bert J. Kissling and Rev. J. N. Thomas 
were present as accredited visitors. 


Significant Gathering 


In its global representation the Am- 
sterdam Assembly was the most signifi- 
cant gathering of Christian believers 
ever assembled. The members had come 
from the ancient Church of Abyssinia 
and from the younger Churches in mis- 
sion lands; from churches calling them- 
selves Orthodox, Old Catholic, Protes- 
tant, Anglican, Reformed, Free; from 
the Society of Friends and from the 
Salvation Army. In language, tradition 
and practice they were strangers one tc 
another yet one in their allegiance to 
one Lord and Master, Jesus Christ the 
Son of God. 


With the adoption of the Constitution, 
with amendments offered by member- 
ship churches, or by their representa- 
tives on the provisional committees, the 
World Council of Churches was declared 
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to be established in fact, and was given 
to the world as a united witness that 
Jesus Christ is not divided and that the 
church of which he is Head has its unity 
in him. 


The Constitution defines the Council’s 
consultative purpose and the areas in 
which the churches are “‘to take counsel 
together.” It is not a super-church and 
has no jurisdiction in any particular 
over the bodies associated with it. It is 
the churches themselves meeting in 
Council. For the first time in history 
the churches of the world—with the ex- 
ception of the Roman Catholic and the 
Russian Orthodox communions—have a 
continuing, permanent organization 
whereby they may bear united testimony 
to their allegiance to Jesus Christ and 
cooperate in matters requiring common 
action. 


Dr. John R. Mott was elected honor- 
ary president of the World Council of 
Churches. Also there were elected six 
presidents; Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher 
of England, Rev. Mare Boegner of 
France, Rev. Tsu-Chen Chao of China, 
Archbishop Erling Eidem of Sweden. 
Archbishop Germanos of Greece and 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the United 
States. 


The World Council Assembly will 
meet every five years. To care for the 
varied interests between meetings of the 
Assembly, there is a central committee 
of ninety members that will meet an- 
nually. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church was honored by the appointment 
of Mrs. C. S. Harrington to the Central 
Committee, being one of four women 
members to be chosen... . 


An official report dealing fully with 
the organization and responsibilities of 
the World Council will be made to all 
the constituent churches. It will be 
sufficient for the representatives at the 


Amsterdam Assembly merely to indicate 
some of the Council’s objectives that 
have been approved and in which our 
church is asked to cooperate. 


Faith and Order 


The Commission on Faith and Order 
on which the Assembly has had repre- 
sentation since the inception of the ecu- 
menical movement, and in which the 
World Council of Churches had its be- 
ginning, will continue its study of 
church unity on a world basis, every 
church having an opportunity to express 
its views and convictions on any ques- 
tion affecting its life and work.... 

The commission does not seek uni- 
formity in statements of belief or in 
ways of worship, but for a better under- 
standing of the confessions and observ- 
ances of the various Christian denomi- 
nations that keep churches apart or ob- 
scure the oneness they have in Christ. 


Study and Evangelism 


The church is asked to consider more 
seriously the will and last command of 
its Founder to take the gospel to the un- 
saved millions in all lands and na- 
tions. ... 

In the judgment of the Council the 
church has no more vital or more im- 
portant work than to take the gospel in 
its saving and uplifting power to the 
unbelieving multitudes, and to the in- 
different in all realms of life with no 
concern for spiritual matters. It will 
be the duty of the Department of Study 
and Evangelism to examine the methods 
and the experience of the churches of 
the Council in all lands and seek to dis- 
cover ways by which the Christian mes 
sage more effectively can be taken to 
the millions of unsaved and unconcerned 
in America and throughout the world. 
In this study of evangelistic methods it 
is expected that the Assembly’s Commit- 
tee on Evangelism will be actively 4* 
sociated. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





thei 
lant 
one 
the 


tior 
tho 
sufi 
is 4 
mo! 
cil’ 
brit 
chu 
dis: 
tail 


con 


ter 
col 
tia 
als 
the 
wil 
tia 


cia 
ha 
the 
lat 
jus 
pe 


co! 
we 
th 
en 


be 
lif 
za 
co 
ar 
le 





| de- 
Ocils 


Sup- 
h by 
inci 
‘orld 
Mis- 


1949 

the 
» an 
pre- 


icate 
that 
our 


Irder 
epre- 
ecu- 
1 the 
8 be- 
y of 
avery 
press 
ques- 


uni- 
or in 
ider- 
serv- 
.omi- 
r ob- 


more 
id of 
e un- 

na- 


1 the 
> im- 
el in 
» the 
e in- 
h no 

will 
study 
hods 
es of 
y dis- 
mes- 
on to 
»rned 
orld. 
ds it 
amit- 
y as 


OOK 





Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid 

The concern of believers in Christ for 
their brethren who are in distress in any 
jand is an impressive testimony to the 
oneness of Christ’s church throughout 
the world. 

To provide funds for the rehabilita- 
tion of churches and material aid for 
those in Europe and Asia who have 
suffered the ravages of a devasting war 
is a prior obligation of the churches in 
more favored lands. The World Coun- 
cil’s work of rehabilitation and relief is 
pringing life and hope to-hundreds of 
churches battling against poverty and 
discouragement, and has helped main- 
tain the soul and spirit of the people. 

The work of this Department is to be 
continued and enlarged. ... 


International Affairs 


The service of the Department of In- 
ternational Affairs is undertaken in the 
conviction that the church has a Chris- 
tian witness not only to individuals, but 
also to the governments under which 
the people live, in their dealings one 
with the other. It will uphold the Chris- 
tian ethic before the world of nations 
in all international councils and asso- 
ciations and conventions, and seek to 
have the teachings of Christ accepted as 
the guiding principle in all human re- 
lationships and the only sure basis of 
just, honorable and enduring world 
peace. 

Other concerns of the Council are: A 
committee to study the future place of 
women in the membership churches in 
the various countries; promote confer- 
ences for laymen concerning their place 
in the fellowship of churches, and the 
bearing of their Christian faith on their 
life in their occupations; and the organi- 
zation of church youth in the various 
countries for inter-church fellowship 
and cooperation, and develop future 
leadership in ecumenical responsibility. 


World Council Budget 


The budget of the World Council for 
the various phases of its Christian serv- 
ice throughout the’ world for 1949 has 
been fixed at $529,000. It is expected 
this year that 80% of this amount will 
have to be provided by the churches of 
the United States, as they are most able 
to give. It is estimated that the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church’s share of the 
World Council’s 1949 budget is about 
one cent per member... . 


Recommendations 


The following recommendations are 
offered by the Assembly representatives 
in the World Council: 

1. That the General Assembly «ap- 
Prove the appointment of the principals 
and alternates to the Amsterdam As- 
sembly as its members of ‘“‘The World 
Conference of Membership Churches, 
U. 8. A.” 

2. That the General Assembly elect a 
member of the executive committee of 
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the World Council Conference of Mem- 
bership Churches as alternate to Mrs. C. 
S. Harrington, who is a member of the 
executive committee by her appointment 
by the Amsterdam Assembly to the Cen- 
tral Committee of the World Council. 

3. That the General Assembly appro- 
priate $6,634 as its share of the amount 


asked of the American churches in 1949 
for the support of this organization for 
world-wide cooperation and unity in 
Christian service. 
(Signed) 
HOMER McMILLAN, 
JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, 
MRS. C. S. HARRINGTON. 


Are Federal and World Councils 


‘‘A postate’’? 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—The following 
inquiry addressed to the Moderator of 
the United Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly together with his reply will be found 
interesting. 


Dear Dr. Baldinger: 

According to information contained 
in one of our United Presbyterian publi- 
cations, I understand you are the mod- 
erator. I would like some information 
concerning your opinion of thé Federal 
Council of Churches. 

From some of the statements I have 
read concerning the Federal Council and 
World Council leaders, I think it must 
be a very modern and apostate move- 
ment. Do you not feel that our de- 
nomination is wrong in continuing as a 
member in this Council? God’s Word 
says, “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?’”’ (Amos 3:3). “Come 
out from among them and be ye-sep- 
arate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing and I will receive you” 
(II Cor. 6:17). Don’t you think that 
the prophecy of the ‘falling away” has 
come to pass and that we are born again 
must take a postive stand and ‘‘contend 
for the faith’’? 

Sincerely, 





A. H. BALDINGER 
Does not believe a fair-minded person 
can find grounds for suspicion. 


Moderator’s Frank Reply 


Dr. Baldinger, who is also an associ- 
ate editor of The United Presbyterian, 
replied as follows: 


Dear Migs ....... i 


Replying to your letter addressed to 
me as moderator, I wish it were possible 
for me to sit down and talk with you 
regarding the Federal Council and 
the World Council of the Protestant 
Churches. A letter is a poor substitute 
for a conversation. 

I can only state briefly my own view 
of these cooperative movements of the 
Protestant Churches. That the leaders 
of these Councils are ‘‘very modern and 
apostate” is a groundless charge made 
by irreconcilable critics and believed by 
the uninformed. My knowledge of these 
men personally and by reputation would 
prevent me from making any such false 
charge, ‘“‘lest haply I be found even to 
be fighting against God.”’ 

It is proverbial, of course, that one 
can quote isolated texts of Scripture in 
support of anything he believes or wants 
to believe. II Cor. 6:17 is a quotation 
from Isaiah 52:11. I can find nothing 
in the contexts to cause me to believe 
that either Paul or Isaiah meant that we 
United Presbyterians should separate 
ourselves from all believers who are not 
marked with our peculiar brand. For 
most of us the ultimate test of a man’s 
evangelical faith is this: Does he be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and does he own him as Savior, Lord 
and Master? If he does, he is my 
brother regardless of minor differences. 

In this hallowed pre-Easter season 
shall we not acknowledge the brother- 
hood of all believers who profess his 
name and join in the upper-room prayer 
“that they all may be one’’? 

Enclosed find a statement of the pres- 
ent program and policies of the Federal 
Council. I do not believe a fairminded 
person can find anything in this official 
statement to warrant the suspicion that 
the leaders are ‘‘modernistic”’ (what- 
ever that means), much less ‘‘apostate.”’ 

Yours in the bonds of Christian faith, 


A. H. BALDINGER. 
—From The United Presbyterian. 
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EDITORIAL 


On Foreign Missions Policies 

The great body of our church will be 
gratified at the communication of our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions which appears on page 3. This 
reply to the letter recently sent that 
committee (OUTLOOK, Apr. 18) by a 
large number of leaders in our church 
points up the concern of these persons 
just at this time when tremendous de- 
cisions are being made in foreign mis- 
sions. 

Everyone, therefore, who cherishes 
our church’s honored history of coopera- 
tion will gladly recognize the substan- 
tial evidence that our Assembly’s com- 
mittee continues to hold high this tradi- 
tion. 

The reply seems to underscore the fit- 
ness of the appeal which recently was 
sent to the Nashville agency. In these 
current issues, it says, the situation is 
fluid; decisions are now in the making; 
policies have not been finally estab- 
lished. Therefore, it is good that the 
committee knows how concerned a large 
number of our people are about these 
matters and how earnestly they are 
praying that in every possible situation 
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where we can cooperate, we will do so. 

In last week’s paper Dr. Buchanan 
underscored the fact that great issues 
are at stake—particularly in Japan. 
Our church would be ashamed to learn 
that it was sponsoring and helping to 
maintain a divisive or proselyting spirit 
there—or anywhere else. With so great 
an opportunity before us, our people 
would be depressed if they felt that a 
separatist spirit were dominating that 
work today. Therefore, they will want 
to be kept informed step-by-step on the 
progress of our work in that field, as in 
all these others. They will not want to 
find that we have helped to disrupt a 
great work. Before such a _ tragedy 
should come to pass they would want 
to know early enough to do their utmost 
to avert it. 

Therefore, it is good to have the com- 
mittee saying, “The committee believes 
most earnestly in the policy of coopera- 
tion in missionary endeavor’; ‘‘Nowhere 
is there any effort whatsoever to 
preserve ‘The Southern Presbyterian 
Church’ as a group distinct’; ‘‘Solitari- 
ness is neither desirable nor efficient’’; 
“We assure you of our continuing desire 
to share-actively and enthusiastically in 
every undertaking with our sister mis- 
sions and our Christian brethren all over 
the world which seeks to enlarge the 
dominion of Christ and to bring men 
under the redeeming influence of his 
gospel.”’ 

Those who signed the recent appeal 
and thousands more, therefore, will be 
grateful for the committee’s statement, 
and they will look forward eagerly for 
definite and continued information as 
these crucial decisions are being made. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Christianity and Communism in Asia 


In the western world, Christianity and 
communism—at least in their institu- 
tionalized forms—are usually seen as 
antithetical forces, 

Since common ownership of property 
in the early Christian community broke 
down through the weight of humdn 
gised, Christians have recognized in 
varying degrees that their “kingdom” 
was not of this world. It could be 
brought into human affairs only through 
individual regeneration and the gradual 
social improvements following from 
more Christian lives. 

But the social improvements have 
often been slow in coming. In Asia, for 
instance, the effects of western exploita- 
tion have sometimes been more evident 
than the effects of western Christianity. 
Even the Christians of the Bast are ask- 
ing whether a new social system may not 
be necessary. 

After the Amsterdam conference of 
the World Council of Churches last year, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, reporting in the New 
Statesman and Nation on the temper of 
Asian Christians, wrote: 


The poverty of the Orient, the re- 
sentment of the colored peoples of the 








world against the white man’s arro. 
gance, the aspirations of colonial peo. 
ples, rightly or wrongly imagining 
that Russia is their champion againgt 
the “imperialistic’’ powers—all thege 
factors contribute to the formation of 
something new in the history of Chris. 
tianity. This something new is not ex- 
actly Christian communism, but a 
form of Christianity tremendously 
sympathetic to communism. [ should 
add, from the standpoint of western 
prejudices, that it is also tremendous. 
ly naive about the workings of the 
Communist political machine ang 
rather ignorant about recent politica] 
history in Europe. 

What to many westerners will he 
startling confirmation of this assertion 
is to be found in a letter recently pub- 
lished in the Christian Century. Writ- 
ten by T. C. Chao, dean of the School of 
Relgion at Yenching University and one 
of the six presidents of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, it speaks of the rejoic- 
ing of Chinese Christians at being “‘lip- 
erated” by the Communists from the 
Kuomintang (Nationalist) regime, and 
adds: 


The unexpected thing has been the 
speed with which the Communists win 
and the Kuomintang forces fall to 
pieces. No thoughtful Christian in 
China can regard tihs unexpected 
speed without a deep sense of grati- 
tude to God. The collapse of the Kuo- 
mintang armies means the cessation 
of war, which is very much desired 
by all, while it causes the Communists 
to reconsider their policies and to be- 
come moderate. 

Religion will be indeed hated and 
despised, but also tolerated; and re- 
ligion will be in need of a sort of 
peaceful persecution to emerge from 
cultus to reality. . To my mind, 
we Christians in China are facing a 
most creative period of witness-bear- 
ing. One is thrilled at the dangers 
and opportunities confronting Chris- 
tianity in mingled proportions. 


Christians in the West may not take 
so ebullient a view. The Christianity 
which hopes to cooperate with dogmatic 
communism may be in for sad disillu- 
sionment. But there is a tremendous 
challenge to western Christians in this 
new development, 

For Communist successes do indeed 
call for ‘‘a creative period of witness- 
bearing.” Christianity has the spiritual 
substance as communism has only the 
delusive shadow—of the justice, the se 
curity, the freedom of spirit for which 
the world’s millions long. Let Chris- 
tians increasingly translate into social 
action the love they are taught for the 
poor and dispossessed of earth, and they 
will increasingly win those millions to 
their side. 

Asia is a great laboratory today. 
Western Christendom can hold out. te 
it a real and practical hope for a more 
abundant life. Here is the best answer 
to the Communist challenge and the 
Christian confusion there.—Christian 
Science Monitor. 
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WILT THOU TAKE THIS MAN? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Male and female created he them.” 
—Genesis 1:27. 


NE MOMENT, please! Do not 

hurry over the words. Before you 

say his name, before you think 
who he is, think what he is. Wilt thou 
take this man? For he isa man. Had 
you given some thought to that? Oh, 
you say, he is no ordinary man. This 
is my own, my John. Yes, my dear, but 
he is a man all the same. You do not 
wish him otherwise. You would feel 
sadly cheated if you found out after all 
that his traits were more like a woman’s 
than like a man’s. Yet because he is a 
man, as you desire, he must remain in 
some respects a stranger, so long as you 
both shall live. For your memories, 
your hopes, are all of a woman; the 
memories and the hopes of a man you 
ean never fully share, you cannot com- 
pletely imagine. Wilt thou take this 
man? You are about to take into closest 
intimate life-sharing the very kind of 
person who is more different from you 
than any woman who ever lived. You 
may think you know men, but you do 
not. Only marriage, true marriage, a 
life-time’s experience, can teach you. 
Men in school, men at parties, men at 
picnics, have never been quite off guard 
while you were around, never quite un- 
selfconscious. You will not learn the 
singularity of man from men in the 
plural. Even after a trial marriage, or 
a series of them, you would still not 
know what men are truly like. Only 
marriage can teach you. It is a hard 
lesson. 


ILT THOU take this man? He 
will not fully understand your 
virtues nor imitate them. He 

will not sympathize with some of your 
most serious difficulties. He will be a 
clumsy ignorant sort of person, expect- 
ing you to be strong where you are 
weak, and thinking you are weak where 
you are strong. He will seem to be con- 
cerned with trifles; for all his boasted 
practicality you will find him a child. 
He will play with toy trains, or min- 
hows, or postage stamps, or little white 
balls. The kind of friends he entertains 
will reveal in him low strains of char- 
acter you had not suspected. He will 
make fun of your clothes, while himself 
wearing antiquated clothing of unparal- 
leled atrocity. 

You may not be able to understand 
his attitude toward his work. For you, 
his work is bread-winning, an unfortu- 
nate necessity. It may be dangerous or 
even dirty. That he should love it is 
incredible. Yet if he is a true man he 
will love it, and you may find this hard 
to understand. He will love the work 
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for the work’s sake, and this will ad- 
ways seem to you absurd. You may 
even become jealous of his work, for if 
he loves you as you are assured he does, 
no other woman can for a moment fas- 
cinate and absorb him as his work will 
every day. His understanding of leisure 
may be different from yours, too, and 
even his notion of rest may be quite as 
strange to you as his work. 


ILT THOU take this man? Even 
W though this be your own, your 
chosen, he is a man still. In 
taking him, you are choosing to live 
with one who by his very nature will be 
selfish, short of patience, lacking the 
very intuitions he most needs. Yet in 
the moment of desperation be patient. 
Do not blame him for being a man. For 
he too will be lonely, sharing life as he 
will with a being so different from him- 
self. Remember that much in him which 
brings you to angry tears is not his own 
perverse intention, it is simply that he 
is a man. 


And perhaps you can learn from him, 
as he from you. For God did not see 
fit to create him, nor you, fully human. 
To see life through your eyes alone is 
to remain a woman. To see life through 
your eyes, and his, is to acquire the 
wisdom of being human. If he learns 
patience from you, you may learn toler- 
ance from him. If he is a simpler char- 
acter than yourself, he may possess 
some simple virtues more surely than 
you. You can learn from him some 
sorts of courage, and the love of truth 
for its own sake. Though he is lazy to 
a degree that seems to you shameful, 
you may learn from him the restfulness 
of a mind at ease. (Had you ever no- 
ticed that it is men physicians, coun- 
selors and ministers who have to allay 
the nervous tensions of women, and 
seldom the other way around?) 


ILT THOU take this man? It is 

W surely the most difficult promise 
you have ever made. Such a 

vow, made in ignorance, is folly. You 
will spare yourself a heartache by re- 
fusing, even now. Yet if you take the 
vow with open eyes, though no marriage 
is proof against heartache, you will find 
in the end that the man you have taken, 
strange though he may be, is no stranger 
at the last, for he will be a part of you, 
and your heart will be his chosen home. 





WE PRESBYTERIANS 
By Arthur V. Boand 








Roy Breg and — 
Allied Youth 


One of the Presbyterian laymen whom 
‘‘We Presbyterians” delight to honor is 
W. Roy Breg, a ruling elder in the 
Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church of 
Washington, D. C., and the head of 
Allied Youth. Allied Youth is an edu- 
cational organization that forms its 
posts, made up of high school and col- 
lege young people, and encourages them 
to study for themselves the effects of 
the use of beverage alcohol upon the 
human body and upon society in gen- 
eral. 

Through the years, Texas-born Roy 
Breg has been a leader of youth. Asa 
former Christian Endeavor State secre- 
tary and field man, he is know to thou- 
sands of people in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Missouri, or in the Inter-Moun- 
tain area including Utah, Idaho, Colo- 
rado and Wyoming. He has been on the 
staff of several churches as the director 
of youth work, notably of the City 
Temple of Dallas (Presbyterian, USA) , 
and the East Dallas Christian Church. 
In connection with a number of the In- 
ternational Conventions of Christian 
Endeavor, he has taken groups of young 
people on tours of Europe, Alaska, 
Mexico, and to scenic parts of the United 
States and Canada. 

Most outstanding of all, however, is 


Roy Breg’s service as founder and 
builder of Allied Youth. Inspired, en- 
couraged and supported by Daniel A. 
Poling, Mr. Breg has made Allied Youth 
his life work. For years this organiza- 
tion had its offices in the National Edu- 
cational Association building in Wash- 
ington, and it has ever worked in close 
association with the N. E. A. Now, in 
their own Allied Youth building in 
Washington, and with an ever-widening 
sponsoring committee, with hundreds of 
new posts being organized yearly, Allied 
Youth is the most hopeful sign on the 
horizon for the successful meeting of 
the problem of alcoholism. Most of the 
credit for this achievement must be 
given to one man—W. Roy Breg. There 
is no finer, more sincere, nor more con- 
secrated Christian layman in all our 
Presbyterian family than he. At great 
personal sacrifice, and with dogged de- 
termination, Roy Breg has carried on 
when indifference was apparent on every 
hand. Pioneering, he stood by his posts, 
and some day thousands of sober Ameri- 
cans will rise up and call him blessed. 


One of the things that has encouraged 
him most has been that our own Gen- 
eral Assembly has been most sym- 
pathetic and cooperative. Again and 
again, ne has been given the privileges 
of the floor of our highest church court, 
and always his message has_ been 
well received. Presbyterians generally, 
North and South, may well be proud to _ 
claim the executive of Allied Youth as 
one of their own leaders with a deep 
loyalty to the church and an abiding in- 
terest in youth. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Oak Ridge Sites 
Offered Churches 


Appalachia News Letter 





Uncle Sam is giving church organiza- 
tions a bargain in sites for new churches 
at the atomic energy center of Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. A flat price of $150 per 
acre has been placed on land sold to 
such organizations. Fifteen religious 
groups have already made their selec- 
tions. Deeds specify that church con- 
struction must begin within five years 
and be completed within seven years 
from date of purchase. The land must 
be used for church purposes else it re- 
verts to the government. Churches are 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


Statesville, North Carolina 
A co-educational institution distinc- 
tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded in 1856. Fully accredited 
academic work—first two years of 
college. Outstanding departments in 
music and _ business. Residence for 
women and single Liberal 
scholarships. Moderate rates. Cata- 


men. 





logue P. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, President 





the only groups which so far have been 
permitted to buy land in Oak Ridge. 


Preaching Mission Will 
Be Repeated Next Year 

Bristol’s preaching mission in Febru- 
ary was such a success that everybody 
concerned thinks it must be repeated 
next year. Congressman Walter H. Judd 
opened the series with what Bishop Ed- 
win Holt Hughes called the finest ad- 
dress he had heard from a public pla- 
form in all his 82 years. Attendance 
totaled 36,000—the population of the 
city. Organizations of every kind cleared 
their decks for the week, eliminating all 
possible conflicts. Three radio stations 
earried the messages, and letters and 
contributions were received from points 
100 miles away. Decisions numbered 
1,200 with many new members added 
to Bristol churches, 


Chattanooga Pastors Condemn 
KKK Invasion of Services 

After two Chattanooga churches 
had been visited by the Ku Klux Klan in 
the same week, the city pastors’ asso- 
ciation adopted a resolution denouncing 
such an invasion of the churches as ‘“‘un- 
lawful.” The vote was not unanimous 
but was termed ‘‘a good majority.’’ Some 
opposed the resolution because, they said 








Flora Macdonald College 


Liberal Arts College with Conservatory of Music. 
Degrees: A. B., B. S. in 
One- and Two-year Business Courses. 

Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. 


HALBERT M. JONES, Acting President 


Red Springs, N. C. 


Home Economics, and B. Mus. 


Moderate Charges. 








A fully accredited 4 year college. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. 
Competitive (2) Academic 


KING COLLEGE 


Coeducational. 
Education. 
(3) Grant in Aid (4) Remunerative Work. 

For information and catalog write: 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee. 


Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Four types of Scholarships: (1) 








Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
sities, Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, etc. 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average $265 per se- 
Address 


Maryville, Tennessee 








AUSTIN 
1849 SHERMAN 


TEXAS 





A strong, progressive Christian Liberal Arts College 
serving the Church through Christjan Education. High 
academic standards maintained by a Christian faculty 4 

and student body. For information write: be 
W. B. GUERRANT, President. 


COLLEGE 
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many members of the association have 

Klansmen in their congregations. True, 
said President Mohoney of the associa- 
tion, ‘‘SSome of us may have members 
who are murderers, but that is no ar. 
gument that we ought not to condemn 
murder.’’ One of those listed as leaders 
in the debate in opposing the resolution 
was N. E. Oplinger of the St. Elmo Preg- 
byterian church. 


New Work Being Developed 
At Adria, Near Tazewell 

A new chapel program is underway 
in the community of Adria on the out- 
skirts of Tazewell, Va. Many new peo- 
ple have come to this community from 
a nearby coal field. The Tazewell church 
has erected a building there and last 
year the vacation school enrolled 267 
children. Now the building will have to 
be enlarged to meet the needs. William 
F. Junkin, Jr., missionary to China re- 
cently returned home, is leading this 
work in cooperation with T. Archie Free- 
man, minister of the Tazewell church. 


Courses for Ministers and 
Laymen Requested at King 

A six-weeks refresher course for min- 
isters and laymen is being requested at 
King College. Holston Presbytery has 
made this request in order that minis- 
ters may brush up on some of their 
studies and that laymen may be pre- 
pared to fill the pulpits in some of the 
vacant churches in the presbytery. 

JULIAN LAKE. 

Bristol. 
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Columbia Faces Y. P. 
With Church Tasks 


Georgia News Letter 


Columbia Seminary students and fac- 
ulty recently conducted a highly success- 
ful one-day program for 60 Atlanta 
presbytery young people on church vo- 
cations. Information was presented 
about what it takes to become a min- 
ister, director of religious education, 
church secretary, minister of music, 
home and foreign missionary. President 
Richards of the seminary opened the 
program with an address on ‘The Im- 
portance of Having a Purpose in Life,” 
and Professor Gutzke closed the meet- 
ing with an emphasis on making one’s 
choice in life. Leaders in the seminary’s 
Society of Missionary Inquiry and mem- 
bers of the faculty and student body co- 
operated in arranging the profitable ex- 
perience. Next year it is planned to 
include young people from a larger area, 


Atlanta USA Ohurch Provides 
Trip for Pastor and Wife 

A gift of $2,500 by the members and 
friends of the Covenant Presbyterian 
church (USA) of Atlanta will enable the 
minister, Herman L. Turner, and Mrs. 
Turner to make a two-months visit to 
Europe this summer. By special military 
permit they will visit their son, Donald, 
who is with the.U. S. Army in Germany. 
This popular and useful Atlanta pastor 
has been recognized on many occasions 
by his fellow-Atlantans for his work at 
Covenant during the past 19 years. 


Presbytery Round-up 
From Spring Meetings 

Cherokee Presbytery, at its spring 
meeting, overtured the General Assem- 
bly “to clear the good name of the 
church” in the matter of the Richardson 
case (OUTLOOK, Mar. 14). Southwest 
Georgia Presbytery answered the pro- 
posed property amendments to the Book 
of Church Order in the negative. At this 
meeting the new presbytery was formed 
by the addition of the western section 
of Macon and S. W. Ga. Presbytery. Sa- 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 
STRESSING— 
Character 
Culture 
Sound Scholarship 
For Catalog—Write: 











G. T. GILLESPIE, President 


vannah Presbytery has designated this 
year as ‘‘Presbytery’'s Home Missions 
Year” and plans a presbytery-wide ex- 
change of pulpits June 12, using elders 
and deacons as well as ministers in pre- 
semting home missions. Athens Presby- 
tery set May 8 at Commerce for a united 
emphasis on the work of the Presbyt- 
erian Home at Quitman. Augusta-Ma- 
con, another merged presbytery, held its 
first meeting in April. 


Georgia Baptists Denounce 
Intimidation by Masked Groups 

™ At its recent meeting in Columbus the 
Georgia Baptist Sunday School conven- 
tion condemned “secret orders that seek 
to govern under the cloak of darkness 
and from behind hooded masks.” The 
resolution was adopted unanimously by 
standing vote. The resolution read, in 
part: ‘‘We remind all Christians every- 
where that the Great Teacher taught 
and practiced the principles of brother- 


hood and taught that all human beings, 
regardless of race, color or religion, have 
equal rights and responsibilities before 
God and man.” In an earlier effort by 
the Atlanta Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, delegates to the Georgia Council 
-f Churchwomen agreed to take the fight 
to their home communities. 


Atlanta Editor Opposes Public 
Funds for Private Schools 

Presbyterian Editor Ralph McGill of 
the Atlanta Constitution recently ap- 
pealed editorially to ‘our Catholic 
friends” urging that they not seek Fed- 
eral aid for their parochial schools. This, 
he said, ‘‘would open the door to any 
substantial sect to set up schools in 
every community and demand and get 
Federal aid.’”’ Said he: ‘‘Let us stick to 
the American system. Let any church 
which wishes establish and support its 
parochial schools. Let all parents who 
wish send their children to them or to 





active in Montreat’s affairs. 


treat’s operation. 


ALABAMA 
Rev. Wm. Crowe, Sr., D. D. 
Rev. Frank Alfred Mathes 


ARKANSAS 
Rev. Marion A. Boggs, D. D. 
Rev. Llewellyn T. Lawrence 


APPALACHIA 
*Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
*Rev. C. Grier Davis, Th. D. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D. D. 
Rev. J. L. Fowle, D. D. 
+*Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th. D. 
Rev. T. H. Spence, Jr., Ph. D. 
Mr. George H. Wright 


FLORIDA 
Rev. Marshall C. Dendy, D. D. 
Rev. A. C. Holt, Ph. D. 
Mr. Kenneth 8. Keyes 


GEORGIA 
Rev. E. L. Barber 
Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor 
Rev. Homer McMillan, D. D. 
*Rev. S. R. Oglesby, Jr., Th. D. 
*Rev. J. McD. Richards, D. D. 
Rev. H. H. Thompson, D. D. 


KENTUCKY 
Rev. Warren B. Gaw 


LOUISIANA 
Rev. W. A. Alexander, D. D. 
Mr. C. M. Hutton 


MISSISSIPPI 


Mr. W. E. Pleasants 
Major W. Calvin Wells 


*Director. 





Control of Montreat in the Church’s Interest 


The present members of the Board of Trustees are here listed. 
is named by each of sixteen synods and the other thirty-four by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. They are in touch with the needs and ideas of their 
synods for the improvement of Montreat’s service, and are informed and 
Forty-four of the fifty, members attended 
‘the last annual meeting. They elect from their own number the smaller 
group of twelve directors needed to handle effectively the details of Mon- 


+President of the Montreat Association. 


MONTREAT DAY, MAY 22, 1949 


One 


MISSOURI 
Rev. F. W. A. Bosch, D. D. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
*Mr. W. H. Belk, Sr. 
*Rev. J. R. Cunningham, D. D. 
Rev. J. BE. Flow, D. D. 
*Mr. Karl Hudson 
*Mr. F. L. Jackson 
*Mr. John A. Kellenberger 
Rev. A. A. McLean, D. D. 
*Mr. Charles Norfleet 
Mr. Walter Sprunt 
*Mr. T. Henry Wilson 


OKLAHOMA 
Mr. Howard T. Tumilty 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Mr. Sidney Bruce 
Rev. E. G. Lilly, D. D. 
Rev. G. A. Nickles, D. D. 


TENNESSEE 
Rev. T. B. Hay 


TEXAS 
Rev. Frank C.Brown, D. D. 
Rev. R. Matthew Lynn 
Rev. Harry M. Moffett 
Rev. David L. Stitt, D. D. 


VIRGINIA 
Rev. A. L. Currie, D. D. 
Rev. H. Wade DuBose, D. D. 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Rev. Aubrey N. Brown 
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HONOR ROLI 


YOUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


suggests: 


“... all service flags to be taken down 
-.,. and replaced possibly with perma- 
nent plaques honoring those who 
served in the armed forces and in 
memory of those who died in the serv- 
ice of their country.” 


HONOR WAR HEROES WITH 
PERMANENT PLAQUES 


Everlasting Bronze 
Plaques and Tablets 
BY NEWMAN 


Hand-chased, hand-tooled by mas- 
ter craftsmen skilled in creating 
beautiful memorials. 

FREE Catalog in colors, 
recommendations and esti- 
mates of cost sent gladly, 
without obligation. 

















NEWMAN BROTHERS, Inc. 
Dept. 32 Cincinnati 3, Ohio 











other private institutions. But let it be 
understood that they are not required 
to establish such schools. Let us see 
to it that we have a strong public school 
system which is open to the children of 
all religious sects—as it now is.” 


Men’s Groups Name Leaders; 
Conference Schedule Listed. 

John J. McKay of Macon is president 
of the newly-organized Men of Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery. E. F. MacLeod is 
synod’s president. T. O. Andrews is 
chairman of Sunday school superinten- 
dents. Summer conferences in the sy- 
nod have been scheduled as follows: 

Men’s Conference, Gainesville, June 


3-5. 

Superintendents, Gainesville, June 
3-5. 

Youth Fellowship, Rabun Gap, June 
13-18. 


Young Adult, Camp Smyrna, Aug. 27- 
28. 


Negro Youth, Ft. Valley, June 27-July 





om A 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Se, Church Furniture - Stoles 

iG  Embroideries 

awe Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


~Tational : un 


TREET PHILADELPHIA? 
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Strictly Confidential 


In bringing your problems to us in time of distress, you may be ab- 
solutely certain that your confidences will be respected. We uphold our 
professional creed and we do not, under any circumstances, discuss your 
affairs with anyone else. Your secrets—large or small—are safe with us. 


Henry W. Woody 


FUNERAL HOME 
Cor. 25th Street and Jefferson Avenue 


Dial 3-2887 


Richmond, Va. 





Presbytery Senior Conferences 
Athens, Rabun Gap, June 6-11. 
Atlanta, Smyrna, July 4-9, 
Augusta-Macon, Crawfordville, June 

20-27. 
Cherokee, Rabun Gap, June 20-25. 
Savannah, Waycross, June 20-27. 
Southwest, Valdosta, June 20-27. 


Presbytery Pioneer Camps 
Athens, Rabun Gap, June 20-25. 
Atlanta, Smyrna, June 27-July 2. 
Augusta-Macon, Crawfordville, June 

27-July 2. 
Cherokee, Rome, June 6-11. 
Savannah, Waycross, June 13-20. 
Southwest, Valdosta, June 13-20. 


Miscellany 

E. L. Hill, pastor of the First Church, 
Athens, has offered his resignation after 
43 years in that church. Upon his re- 
tirement he expects to continue to make 
his home in Athens. . Regional Di- 
rector Jack B. McMichael has scheduled 
vacation school institutes in sixteen lo- 
calities during April and May. .. , 
The “Come to Church” project which 
started seven years ago in Columbus has 
become a_ state-wide project of the 
Georgia Junior Chamber of Commerce 
during April. . . . A school teacher who 
wanted to be a missionary will be the 
first woman preacher licensed by the 
Methodist Church in Georgia. She is 
Miss Ruth Rogers, of East Point, an 
alumna of Agnes Scott. 

S. WILKES DENDY. 

Dayton. 


Head of Texas’ Mo-Ranch Named 


O. O. West of McAllen, Texas, will be 
manager of the 6,816-acre Mo-Ranch, 
near Hunt, Texas, purchased in Feb 
ruary by the Presbyterian Synod of 
Texas for its conference center. 

Mr. West has been general manager 
of a food processing plant. He was ex- 
pected to take up his new duties about 
May 1. 

Conference schedule for this new cen- 
ter has been announced as follows: 
June 6-14—-Synod’s Fellowship Con- 








ference. 
24-26—-Men of Synod; Superinten- 

dents. 
July 14-21—-El Paso Presbytery Pio- 

neers. 





El Paso Presbyterya Seniors. 
28-Aug. 4—Presbyterians, USA. 

Aug. 4-10—Women’s Training School. 
15-24——_Leadershop School. 
25-Sept. 1—Bible Conference. 

Sept. 2-5—Synod’s Young Adults. 











ae ah 
> BOOKS of REMEMBRANCE / 4 
Keep a record of church history“) 


CFO 
f. Y 
ed Zy and beneficiaries in a beautifully hand- 
177 tooled Book of Remembrance, ¢n- 








St grossed in gold and color. Shown in 
uC) a velour-lined, fluorescent-lighted re- 
ye pository, such a book adds beauty and 
a dignity to your church. 
rm Engrossed designs are available, too, 


for honor rolls and resolutions. 

We can also serve you with fine 
church furnishings and stained glass 
windows. Send a our free catalog. 


WHITTENORE ASSOCIATES. INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus’ Teaching on the Judgment 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 15 
Scripture—Mark 13; Printed text 13:1-2, 28-37. 


We continue our study of Jesus’ last 
week in Jerusalem. Sunday was a day of 
triumph: Jesus acknowledged that he 
was the Messiah, but sought to make it 
clear that he came as the Prince of 
Peace, and not a king prepared to lead 
Israel in a war against Rome. Monday 
was a day of authority: Jesus withered 
the fig tree as a sign that a nation or 
institution which does not bear its pro- 
per fruit must die, and drove out of the 
Temple the merchants who had turned 
it into a den of robbers. Tuesday was 
a day of conflict: Jesus parried the 
thrusts of his enemies and charged pub- 
lily that their policy meant the final 
destruction of the nation and the end of 
their custody of the Kingdom of God. 


A Question About the Future 


As Jesus left the temple on Tuesday 
evening, after this long, wearing contro- 
versy with the rulers, a day which 
marked his last public appearance and 
appeal in Jerusalem, his disciples called 
his attention to the magnificence of the 
temple, and especially to the size of the 
stones. They were indeed of enormous 
size, Josephus tells us, being 40 feet by 
12 by 16, and some 65 by 7% by 9. 
The Temple itself was of extraordinary 
magnificence and architectural grandeur, 
“Its eastern front was covered with 
plates of gold, which threw back the 
rays of the rising sun and formed an 
object of rare beauty for miles around. 
The stone of which it was built was 
white marble, and a large part of the 
wide walls was covered with gold. 

“Do you see these great buildings?” 
Jesus replied. ‘‘There will not be left 
here one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.” He was still think- 
ing of the devastating war with Rome 
which he saw must be the inevitable re- 
sult of their present national policy (cf. 
Lk. 19:41-44; Mt. 22:7; 23:37-39; Mk. 
12:9. Forty years later Jesus’ predic- 
tion was fulfilled. In that year the Ro- 
mans under Titus captured the city and 
devoted it to destruction. The work of 
demolition was done so thoroughly that 
“no one visiting the city,’’ says Josephus, 
4 contemporary Jewish historian, 
“would believe it had ever been inhabi- 
ted.” 

The disciples were much disturved by 
Jesus’ words and said (as reported by 
Mt. 24:3): “Tell us, when will this be, 
and what will be the sign of your com- 
ing and of the close of the age?” The 
disciples evidently thought that these 
three questions referred to the same 
great event. They presumed that the de- 
struction of Jerusalem would be fol- 
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lowed immediately by Jesus’ final com- 
ing and the end of the world. 

Jesus’ answer, which we can discuss 
only in broad outline, falls into four 
parts. 


I. A Two-Fold Warning, 13:5-13 


Jesus begins by warning his disciples 
not to be misled by war or by calamities 
of any sort; these things will occur 
again and again; but they are not signs 
of the end, instead of looking for the 
return of Christ in such periods of ca- 
tastrophe, the disciples are to look to 
themselves; it is their duty to preach 
the gospel and to be faithful to their 
Lord whatever may happen, knowing 
that “the who endures to the end will 
be saved.” 

(1) False messiahs will appear (vss. 
5-6) but the disciples are not to ve de- 
ceived. We might note here that false 
messiahs did appear, promising that God 
would lead the Jews to victory over the 
armies of Rome. One of these was Bar 
Cochba, the leader of the insurrection 
of A. D. 132, which ended in the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish nation. And in one 
sense or another they have continued to 
appear up to the present time. 

(2) Wars will come and rumors of 
war, Jesus added; also (3) earthquakes 
and (4) famines. None of these is to 
be taken as a sign of the end. So far 
from marking the end, they are only the 
beginning of that process of travail by 
which the new birth is to be brought 
about. The whole paragraph to this 
point is a statement of the things which 
need not alarm them, since they are not, 
as men are apt to take them, signs of 
the end, but misleading signs. Jesus 
mentions these things that the disciples 
may be prepared. ‘Take heed that no 
one leads you astray” is Jesus’ first ex- 
hortation. ‘‘This must take place, but 
the end is not yet. . . this is but the 
beginning of the sufferings.’’ 

“Take heed to yourselves’’—this is 
Jesus’ second exhortation. Take heed 
to yourselves, he says, because (5) you 
will have to endure persecutions. You 
will be carried before councils (i. e., 
municipal courts) and synagogues (i. e., 
religious tribunals), and even before 
governors and kings. You will be be- 
trayed and mistreated by members of 
your own families and hated indeed of 
all men. But not even this is to be taken 
as a sign of the end. For first the Gos- 
pel must be preached unto all the na- 
tions. 

It is worthwhile to recall that the 
first Christians who read this Gospel 
(i. é., the Christians in Rome) had just 


passed through the very experience that 
Jesus foretells in vss. 9-13, the per- 
secution under Nero (64 A. D.). The 
church as a whole remained steadfast 
and continued to preach the Gospel. A 
few years later it had become the strong- 
est church in the Roman Empire. 

It is very strange that Christians all 
through the ages have taken wars, earth- 
quakes, famines, persecutions and apos- 
tasies as signs of the end. But Jesus said 
specifically that ‘“‘this must take place 
but the end is not yet.” 

It is strange, too, that so many Chris- 
tians think the Bible teaches that there 
will always be wars and rumors of war. 
It does nothing of the sort. Jesus said 
there would be wars, and there have 
been, thousands of them. So far as his 
prediction is concerned there need never 
be another one. He says nothing about 
wars to the end of time. He merely 
says that wars will come and we must 
not think that they are signs of the end. 
The Bible does not say there will always 
be wars; on the other hand, the Old Tes- 
tament prophets predict over and over 
again that the time will come when na- 
tions will beat their swords into plow- 
shares and their spears into pruning 
hooks and they shall not learn war any 
more (Is, 2:2-4). That end may seem 
far distant, but it is the goal toward 
which we should strive. 


II. The Destruction of Jerusalem, 
13: 14-23 


The disciples had specifically asked 
about the destruction of the temple, 
thinking it signified the end of the 
world. Jesus replied that they were not 
to think that the end of the world was 
at hand because of the coming of false 
messiahs, wars, earthquakes, famines, 
or persecution. But when they saw “‘the 
desolating sacrilege’ (abomination of 
desolation” King James version) stand- 
ing where “it ought not to be,’”’ then, if 
they were wise, they would leave Jeru- 
salem and Judea, too, as speedily as pos- 
sible. The term ‘abomination of deso- 
lation” or ‘desolating sacrilege’ is 
taken from Daniel 11:31; 12:11; and 
Maccabees 1:54, where it refers to the 
heathen sacrifices offered on the altar of 
the Jewish temple, in the time of the Sy- 
rian king, Antiochus Epiphanes. As em- 
ployed by Jesus, it refers to any like 
desecration of the temple or perhaps of 
the city. Luke interprets it to mean 
“Jerusalem surrounded by armies” 
(21:20). Mark refers to the siege of the 
city by the armies of Rome in cryptic, 
symbolic language, which his readers 
would understand, because he was writ- 
ing in Rome, where a reference to the 
Roman siege might be construed as trea- 
son, a 

Jesus’ prediction, as noted above, 
was fulfilled in A. D. 70. As foretold 
in vss. 19-20, the sufferings of the Jew- 
ish nation were terrible beyond belief. 
And if the period of starvation, inter- 
necine war and slaughter had continued 
much longer the people would have been 
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annihilated. Jesus, looking forward to 
that time, tells his disciples that not 
even then were they to expect the Christ 
to return. The Christians, we _ recall, 
were indeed warned by Jesus’ words; 
most of them fied the city at the ap- 
proach of the Roman armies. 


3. The Coming of Jesus in Power. 
13:24-31 


In this section Jesus speaks not of his 
final coming, but of his coming in power, 
immediately after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. He is to come ‘‘in those days, 
after that tribulation,” i. e., the de- 
struction of Jerusalem (vs. 24). The 
generation to which he was speaking 
would witness the event (vs. 30). It 
is plain, therefore, that he cannot be 
referring to his final coming, an event 
which we still await, and the day and 


the hour of which no one knows but the 


Father. 
The events to which Jesus here refers 
would be marked (1) by heavenly por- 


tents (vss. 24-25). Some have thought 
that these expressions are all to be inter- 
preted literally. The figures which Je- 
sus used, however, belonged to the poe- 
tic, imaginative language of the pro- 
phets as they spoke of the manifesta- 
tions of God’s power in the future. For 
example, in Isa. 18:10, we find the same 
language referring to the destruction of 
Babylon by the Medes, and in Isa. 34:4 
to the judgment of Edom. Cf. Ezek, 
32:7-8; Amos 8:9; Joel 2:30-31; 3:15. 
“That is to say, the language is intended 
to portray the greatness of the doom of 
such nations as come under the judg- 
ment of God, . . They are not events, 
but only imaginative portrayals of what 
it means for God to interfere in the his- 
tory of nations.’”’ We find the same ex- 
pression in Acts 2:19-20. Peter tells us 
that this prophecy was being furfilled 
before their eyes, in the outpouring of 
God’s Spirit at Pentecost. In the light 
of these passages it is plain that Jesus’ 
words mean simply that the destruction 
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of Jerusalem will be followed by some 
new manifestation of God’s power in 
history. 

The event to which Jesus refers is 
marked (2) by the coming of the Son of 
Man in clouds with great power and 
glory. The passage from which this lan- 
guage is taken is Daniel 7:13, in which 
one like a son of man comes with the 
clouds of heaven, and the Ancient of 
Days gives him an everlasting and uni- 
versal kingdom. This prediction does 
not need to be taken literally any more 
than that about the heavenly bodies. In 
adopting this language Jesus seems to 
mean that this prophecy out of the Old 
Testament was to be fulfilled in himself 
at the time of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. The spoilation of the city, so 
far from meaning the end of the king- 
dom, as the disciples assumed, would 
stimulate its coming. As Gould says, 
after discussing the passage at length: 
The period beginning with the depart- 
ture of Jesus from the world was to be 
marked by the assumption of heavenly 
power by the Christ and by repeated in- 
terferences in crises of the world his- 
tory, of which this destruction of Jeru- 
salem was the first. With it there was 
to be a consummation of that age, a 
winding up of the Jewish period and 
with it the great obstacle of that time 


to the setting up of the Kingdom of 


God in the world. 

The crisis to which Jesus alludes is 
marked (3) by the gathering of the elect 
from all corners of the globe. The an- 
gels represent the invisible heavenly 
agencies in an earthly event. Back of 
all that men shall do for the conversion 
of the world is the Lord Christ with’ the 
host of heaven, ‘‘As for the time, it be- 


gins then, at the time of the consumma- 


tion of the Jewish age, because Judaism 
was the greatest obstacle at that time to 
the universal spread of the kingdom. 
under its influence, Christianity threat- 
ened to become a mere appendage to 
Judaism, to have the particularism, for- 
malism, and legalism of that religion 
grafted upon it in such a way that it 
could never become a universal religion. 
With the removal of this obstacle could 
begin, not the gathering of the elect, but 
the gathering of them from the four 
corners of the world, the universal gath- 
ering.”’ The disciples thought the de- 
struction of Jerusalem would mean the 
end of the church; instead, Jesus indi- 
cated that it would usher in the period 
of world-wide expansion. Freed from its 
Jewish shackles, it would for the first 
time become a universal religion; and its 
converts would be brought in from the 
four corners of the earth. 

This is exactly what happened. The 
destruction of Jerusalem ended any 
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hopes of domination by the Jewish wing 
of the church; the liberated chureh 
spread among the Gentiles until first 
the Roman empire, then Europe, then 
the two Americas, and then the far Darts 
of the earth were claimed for Chrigt. 
And this world-wide expansion still cop. 
tinues. 

4. The End of the World—Jesus’ Fingj 

Coming, 13:32-37 


‘“‘Heaven and earth shall pass away,” 
Jesus said, ‘‘but my words shall not pags 
away. But of that day or hour (when 
heaven and earth shall pass away), 
knoweth no one, not even the angels, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” Jp 
Acts 1:7 Jesus tells his disciples that 
they must not expect to know either the 
exact time or even the general period 
when the kingdom will come in its cop- 
summated form. It is a curious thing 
that the one thing which Jesus told ys 
we could never know, the one thing 
which he confessed he himself did not 
know, is a thing which so many Chris- 
tians seek to know, and so many all 
through history have confidently claimed 
they did know. 

We cannot know the exact time or 
even the general period when Jesus will 
come for the last time. Therefore, we 
are always to be ready for his final com- 
ing, or for his coming for us in death. 
“It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his serv- 
ants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Watch therefore—for you do 
not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at mid- 
night, or at cockcrow, or in the morn- 
ing—lest he come suddenly and find you 
asleep.’”’ Matthew, in the parallel pas- 
sage, adds two additional reasons why 
we should always be ready—because, 
when he comes, he brings rewards and 
punishments in his hand (the parable of 
the just and unjust servants), and be- 
cause at that time our eternal destiny 
will be determined (parable of the ten 
virgins). In the same Gospel we have 
two more parables telling us how we 
shall be ready: first, by using our talents 
in the Master’s service, and, second, by 
serving our fellowmen (see Mt. 24:42— 
25:46). 

What message does this passage have 
for us today? 


We are not to think that the critical 
days through which we are passing are 
an indication that the end is near. We 
must not think that wars are inevitable 
until the end of time. We must stand 
fast, bear our witness for Christ, use 
out talents in his service, serve our fel- 
lowmen, knowing that this is the best 
way to be ready for his final coming, 
which may occur at any moment, or for 
his coming for us in death, and that 
every great crisis affords a new oppor 
tunity for the growth of God’s King- 
dom, a new occasion when Jesus may 
come with renewed power into the af 
fairs of men. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





oo = = @ = & & > & wt 


ee ee ee ll 








ving 
rch 
first 
then 


rist. 
con- 


‘inal 


fay,” 
Dass 
hen 
jay), 
gels, 

In 
that 
r the 
eriod 
con- 
thing 
ld us 
thing 
1 not 
vhris- 
y all 
1imed 


ne or 
8 will 
e, we 
com- 
leath. 
irney, 
serv- 
t, and 
n the 
yu do 
house 

mid- 
morn- 
id you 
1 pas- 
3 why 
cause, 
is and 
ble of 
ud be- 
estiny 
he ten 
> have 
yw we 
ralents 
nd, by 
1: 42— 


e have 


sritical 
ng are 
r, We 
vitable 
. stand 
st, use 
ur fel- 
1e best 
oming, 
or for 
d that 
oppor- 
King- 
is may 
the af- 


[TLOOK 





BOOK NOTES 


NO PLACE TO HIDE. By David 
Bradley. Little, Brown and Company, 
Boston, 1948. 182 pp. $2.00. 

No Place to Hide is more than a 
chronicle of events telling the story of 
the Bikini tests; it is an impassioned 
plea for an awakening of public con- 
sciousness to the solemn implications of 
atom warfare. Dr. Bradley was one of 
a score of medical officers assigned to 
the important task of being ‘“‘Radiologi- 
eal Monitors’’ at the Bikini tests to 
measure scientifically the effects of 
atom radiation following the explosion 
of the bombs. 

Keeping an accurate log from May 29, 
1946, when his ship left San Francisco, 
to September 30, Dr. Bradley furnishes 
a first-hand account of what took place. 
He writes so vividly that the reader 
feels as if he is actually witnessing the 
events. ‘‘Bikini is not some far away 
little atoll pinpointed on an out-of-the- 
way chart,’ says the author. “Bikini 
is San Francisco Bay, Puget Sound, East 
River. It is the Thames, the Adriatic, 
Hellespont, and Misty Baikal.’’ 

In the strong conviction that the 
Bomb has failed to impress more than 
a few congenital pessimists with the 
full scope of its lethal power, he pleads 
for an informed American opinion, and 
declares that there is in reality no de- 
fense against atomic weapons. Minis- 
ters and laymen alike will be greatly 
profited by reading this volume dealing 
with the greatest single problem now 
facing mankind. 

MARION A. BOGGS. 

Little Rock, Ark. 





THE ETHICS OF AMBIGUITY. By 
Simone de Beauvoir. Philosophical Li- 
brary, New York. 163 pages. $3.00. 

This is a scholarly attempt to ground 
an ethical attitude toward life upon a 
frankly atheistic foundation. Maintain- 
ing that the world is meaningless and 
that the only certainty one knows is 
one’s individual freedom, the author 
sees in this freedom the necessity of re- 
specting the freedom of others and thus 
of admitting a broad ethical obligation. 
The argument is strained and obscure, 
and likely to be unconvincing to those 
who distrust the premises of this Paris- 
ian brand of Existentialist thought—far 
removed, be it noted, from the Christian 
Existentialism of Kierkegaard. It does 
afford, however, a valuable insight into 
Europe’s postwar mood. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 
Greenwood, S. C. 
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THE THIRD STRIKE. By Jerry Gray, 


Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
and New York. 1949. $1.00. 
This is the most vivid and pathetic 


drama of the human soul that I have 
read in many days. It has only 49 pages, 
and requires only thirty minutes read- 
ing time, but you won’t lay it down un- 
til you have finished it, and then you’ll 
be going back to pick up choice passages 
to dig deeper into the profound revela- 
tions of the man’s mind. 

This little book is a brilliant flash of 
inspired writing. It is tragic that one 
who could write so brilliantly is dead— 
by his own hand. 

The book is an alcoholic’s self-analy- 
sis. It is not an alcoholic tract in the 
uusal sense of that term. It will offer 
to every minister a splendid book to 
put in the hands of men and women who 
are struggling out of the shadows caused 
by the curse of alcohol. But it will do 
something more than that. It will give 
to everyone a profound feeling of pity 
for every struggling soul caught in the 
meshes of alcoholism. 

If you don’t read this book now, you 
will later, for it is going to be one of 
the most widely-read books that will 
come from the press in 1949. To be 
abreast of the times, you should read it. 

ALBERT KISSLING. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Religion’s Place in General Education. 
Nevin C. Harner, John Knox Press. $2.50. 

You Can Change the World. James 
Keller. Longmans. $3.00. 
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Stories. 
Lantern Press. 


Teen-Age Animal 
Gordon Carter. 


Teen-Age Winter Sports Stories. Edited 
by Frank Owen. Lantern Press. $2.50. 

Tears and Laughter. Kahlil Gibran. 
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Toward a Christian Home. Florence M. 
Sly. Christian Board of Publication. 45 
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Best Bible Verses. 
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4, Tenn. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


ENGAGEMENT 

Announcement has been made of the 
engagement of D. Douglas Wilkinson, 
pastor-elect at Amelia, Va., and Henri- 
etta Thompson, assistant director of 
young people’s work for the Assembly’s 
Religious Education Committee, Rich- 
mond. The wedding is to take place in 
September. 








REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

C. Knox Poole, regional director of 
religious education for the- Synod of 
Louisiana, has accepted a call to the 
same position for the Synod of Ap- 
palachia. 


CHANGES 

Drury L. Jones, formerly of Fairmont, 
N. C., has become pastor of the Oak 
Grove church, Hillsboro, N. C. 

B. W. Downing, Graham, Texas, has 
accepted a call to the Mercedes, Texas, 
church, effective June 1. 

M. L. Baker, formerly at Del Rio, 
Texas, has become pastor of the Com- 
merce, Texas, church. 

Samuel N. Melton, formerly at Wades- 
boro, N. C., began his new work as pas- 
tor at West Point, Miss., May 1. 

E. L. Hill has announced his intention 
to retire from the pastorate of the First 
church, Athens, Ga. 

Richard E. Coulter, assistant minister 
at the Peace Memorial church, Clear- 
water, has accepted a call to the Brooks- 
ville, Fla., church effective June 1. 

Z. EK. Lewis, from Cuernavaca, Mo- 
relos, Mexico, to 911 Federal St., Lynch- 
burg, Va. 

C. H. Phipps, Mt. Horeb church, 
Waynesboro, Va., has resigned his pas- 
torate. 

S. L. Hunter, formerly at Leesburg, 
Fla., has become pastor of the St. Johns 
church, Miami. 


DEATHS 

William Robert Potter, 79, retired, 
of Montreat, N. C., died at a Winston- 
Salem, N. C., hospital, April 20. Dr. Pot- 
ter’s last active pastorate was at Bur- 
lington, N. C. He is the father of Robert 
A. Potter of the Waughtown church, 
Winston-Salem. 

Oswald N. Miles, 70, died at his home 
in Marlinton, W. Va., March 14, follow- 
ing a long illness. Mr. Miles was a 
native of England, coming to this coun- 
try when 16 years old. For many years, 
until forced into inactivity because of 
a heart condition, he served the Mingo 
group of churches near Marlinton. 

John Wallace Hogshead, 52, Hancock, 
Md., died April 10. Mr. Hogshead was 
pastor at Petersburg, W. Va., for 16 
years, resigning to become a chaplain in 
the Army Air Force. Since leaving the 
chaplaincy he had been pastor at Han- 
cock, 
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